Norwich & District Netball League

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

12th November 2008
Teams represented:

Anglian Windows, Archant, Armstrong, Belton, Blofield, Blue Boar, Blythians, Bodyworks, Framingham Falcons, Framingham Ospreys, Hellesdon Hawks, Hethersett Hurricanes, Hethersett Tornadoes, Hollies, Jets, McCarthy Stars, McCarthy Rockets, Mancroft, Merlins, Monkeys, NELM Ladies, Norfolk Utd Alysham, Norfolk Utd Amber, Norfolk Utd Blue, Norfolk Utd Gold, Norfolk Utd Royal, Norfolk Utd Sapphire, Norfolk Utd White, Norfolk Utd Yellow, NorfolkUtd Marine, Panthers, Plastic Surgery Assoc, Premier, Revels, Sparks, Tasburgh, The Knights, The Reds, Thoroughbred Colts, Thoroughbred Foals, Thoroughbred Ponies, Thoroughbred Shetlands, Thoroughbreds, Thoroughbreds Fillies, Thoroughbreds Racers, Vagabonds, Wrens, Virgin Wines, SLA’s, Sirens, UEA
1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Carol Fenn & Sarah Wagstaff
Debbie Beck, League Chairman welcomed team representatives to the meeting.

2. Minutes from Previous Meeting and Matters Arising

The minutes were accepted as a true copy and there were no matters arising.
3. Annual Reports

a) Secretary’s Report 

The Secretary’s report was circulated.  
b) Umpiring Secretary’s Report

The Umpiring Secretary’s report was circulated.  
Bobbie asked whether there was a ‘C’ Award course arranged.  Lesley informed that a ‘C’ course was being held in December and a Beginners was scheduled for January, venues to be confirmed.

It was asked how many people were needed to run a course and Lesley explained that ideally 16, but a course could not be run with less than 12.  Jo asked whether Norwich League could subsidise as urgently needed a course to be run.  Lesley explained that it was not about money, courses were already subsidised but needed to have numbers on courses.

Lesley explained that a list was maintained and when sufficient number of people wishing to attend courses then course will be run.

A query was raised regarding the 6 no-shows at matches during summer.  Jo informed that some of these were as a result of the change of venue from TSA to Sprowston.

Jo reminded teams that they need to keep a record of games they have allocated to umpires in case of change etc.  

Is the fine sufficient – Jo informed that fine for first offence is £10, second offence is £20.  There were no repeat offenders.

A plea was made for people ringing for umpires to check list to ensure teams were not playing on night requiring cover.  
c) Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s report was circulated. 

Myra had made notes on reverse of report and noted reason for shortfall this year.  Debbie confirmed that, due to lack of funds, Norwich League was unable to support the junior league this year.

Cost to teams playing in the league was increased from £17 to £20 this year.  It was proposed to raise this to £25 for next year, as an interim measure to boost funds.  This was proposed by Moira Cowens and seconded by Phil Crosthwaite.
Phil advised that the Norfolk Committee would review a donation to the junior league at their next meeting.

4. Election of Officers and Committee Members

Kerry, Fixtures Secretary, and Nancy, League Secretary, are standing down.  Debbie thanked them for their work during their time on the committee. Fay is also standing down as she is unable to commit to attend meetings.

Amy Taylor volunteered to stand as Fixtures Secretary.  

Krissie Moore came forward at the end of the evening and volunteered her services as League Secretary.

Vanessa Coulson volunteered as a Committee member.
5. Amendments to the Constitution and Proposals to the League

 Variation to the Rule – Umpiring Regulations
Debbie explained the proposal to change umpiring requirements (see proposal).

Rachel asked whether umpires being mentored for their ‘B’ could umpire in div 1.  Jo confirmed that only umpires who have been assessed may umpire.  
A concern was raised that umpires attached to clubs in higher divisions would not get sufficient games to umpire.  Jo is aware of these umpires and assured that there would be games for them to umpire.

Lesley suggested that the Umpires list be sorted by Division, Jo agreed to do this.

Debbie explained that this was being proposed because of the dilemma we found ourselves in last year.  Jo was having to cover the whole league requirements and frankly struggled.

This change will place emphasis on teams to sort their own umpiring.

There followed a lot of discussion following which Debbie requested that we give it a try for a season and review for next year.

This was voted on and accepted.

6. Any Other Business

Courts

Paula advised that there is a possible problem with the courts at Thorpe because of a clash with Tennis. She is still in discussion regarding this.  
There are some new courts at Sewell Academy; Paula will be inspecting the courts soon.  Someone advised that there were 3 new courts at Notre Dame. 

Costessey courts are under scrutiny. The school have taken responsibility from Parish Council and are trying to get them assessed.
It was suggested that we extend the 3 mile ruling so that Taverham courts could be used.  There was a general discussion about this following which it was decided to propose this for next year.

Acknowledgements - Debbie acknowledged Norfolk United’s recent Golden Globe success.  Peter Hague, NU Chairman explained that they had won the Regional round and qualified for the National Award which they went on to win.

Affiliation - On behalf of Carol Fenn, Phil Crosthwaite reminded team that they must affiliate on-line next year.  If anyone has any issues, Carol will be pleased to assist.

Late results – Fines will be increased from £3 to £5 from next season.

Paula explained situation regarding new Champions Netball League.  This has nothing to do with Norwich league but there is no problem with anyone wishing to play in this league.  Players were advised, however, to check Insurance details.  If the league has not affiliated through England Netball, then you will not be covered for insurance through England Netball.  

 Paula thanked everyone who had submitted match reports.
Paula advised that the Summer League fixtures will be out by 1st March and teams should chase if nothing received.

A question was raised about poor attendance at Jean Liddle tournament this year.  Clubs were asked to take account of the fact that this competition is structured around a Cup and Plate outcome, to give lesser teams the opportunity to compete.  

Presentation of Trophies

Trophies were presented to Winners and Runners up in the 2008 Summer League:

	Division
	Winners
	Runners-Up

	1
	Thoroughbreds
	Norfolk United Blue

	2
	NU Royal
	NU White

	3
	NU Gold
	Wrens

	4
	Panthers
	NU Marines

	5
	Thoroughbred Foals
	Framingham Falcons

	6
	The Knights
	Hethersett Tornadoes


