


NORWICH NETBALL LEAGUE








Minutes of Annual General Meeting - 18th November 2009








Present


Representatives from Anglian Windows; Armstrong; Norfolk United Aylsham; Blofield; Blue Boar; Blythians; Framingham Falcons; Framingham Ospreys; Hellesdon Hawks; Hellesdon Hornets; Hethersett Hurricanes; Hethersett Tornadoes; Hollies; Jets; Knights; Mancroft; McCarthy Stars; McCarthy Rockets; Merlins; NELM (EAB); Norfolk United - Blue, Royal, White, Gold Sapphire, Yellow, Marine, Amber; NTA (Citri); Oracle; Panthers; Premier; PSA; Revels; Sassenachs; Sirens; Tasburgh, The Reds; Thoroughbred - Racers, Fillies, Colts, Foals, Ponies, Shetlands; Vagabonds; Virgin Wines; Wrens.





Apologies for Absence - received from Sarah Wagstaff and Vanessa Coulson





1.	Minutes of 2008 Annual General Meeting


	These were agreed - Proposed Phil Crosthwaite, seconded Sophie Pike





2.	Matters Arising  - non





3.	Annual Reports





3.1	Secretary’s report - this had been circulated





3.2	Umpiring Secretary’s report - this had been circulated


	Jo Loombe explained that the system of allocated umpires according to a team’s playing position in the League seemed to work well and it was agreed to continue with this system next summer.  





	Tokens of appreciation to umpires who had covered many games during the Summer League were made to Angela Freestone (Beginner), Sarah Durrant (C) and Sophie Pike (B).  The Chairperson at this point congratulated Jo Loombe on being voted County Umpiring Secretary of the year.





3.3	Treasurer’s Report - Copies of the accounts had been circulated.  The treasurer reported a healthier position than at the last Annual General Meeting with £2,664.32 in hand.   It was therefore agreed to once again donate £300 towards the running costs of the Junior Netball League.





4.	Election of Officers





	Two members of the Committee wished to stand down - Tricia Hodgkinson as Results Secretary and Paula Bloor as Fixtures Secretary, although Paula was willing to carry on in her role of Publicity Officer.  The Chairman thanked Tricia and Paula for all their work for the League in these roles.





	Cassie Wildey and Jeanne Thurgill volunteered to fill these vacancies.








5.	League Constitution





	Debbie Beck explained that she has review the Constitution, which determines how the League operates, and taken out the parts that are not actual governance.  These items (such as length of a games, size of ball, etc) have instead been put into the League Handbook.  Unnecessary words have also been removed to make the Constitution clearer.  The new versions of the Constitution and Handbook will be posted on the League website.  Clubs were asked to check these and if they have any comments or problems with the new wording to contact Debbie by the end of the year.  If no suggested amendments are submitted, the new versions will be confirmed for the future.





	In the handbook the reference to “C award” has been amend to Beginner.  This is acceptable as the Beginner award now requires a more rigorous test before qualification.   This amendment was Proposed by Sophie Pike and seconded by Lesley Crosthwaite and carried by the meeting.





6.	Any Other Business





6.1	Paula Bloor thanked those who have contributed to the publicity reports and requested that more teams provide reports to keep our regular column in the Evening News.





6.2	The question was asked that if an umpire fails to attend a match and the match has to be rearranged, is it fair that the home team should then have to pay again for use of a court?  This was discussed and many suggestions put forward from the floor.  One suggestion was that the fine imposed should be increased to cover the cost of payment for another court, this fine being passed on by the Committee to the club involved.  The Committee will discuss this point.





	It was also suggested that the points deducted for non attendance of an umpire on the second or third occasion should be updated in line with the current League point scoring system.  This was agreed and Committee will discuss this also.





6.3	The Chairperson asked those present if they had seen the photograph in the recent Netball magazine of Sophie Pike receiving an award at the National Netball Awards?  The meeting congratulated Sophie on this deserved recognition of all her work with umpires in Norfolk.





7.	Presentation of Awards





	Awards were presented to Winners and Runners up in the 2009 Summer League.





8.	Date of 2010 Annual General Meeting - 


	This was agreed as 17th November 2010


