NORWICH  NETBALL  LEAGUE 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, 17th November 2010 at Anglian Windows Social Club 

Present – Anglian Windows, Armstrong, Belton, Blythians, Citri, EAB, Framlingham Falcons, Hellesdon Hawks, Hellesdon Hornets, Hethersett Hurricanes, Hethersett Tornadoes, Hollies, Jets, Knights, Mancroft, McCarthy Stars, McCarthy Rockets, Merlins, Norwich City Fliers, Notre Dame, NU Aylsham, NU Blue, Royal, White, Gold Sapphire Yellow Marine, Amber, Oracle Black, Oracle Pink, Panthers, Premier, PSA, Revels, Sassanachs, Sirens Tasburgh, The Reds, Thoroughbreds, Thoroughbred Racers, Fillies, Colts, Foals, Ponies, Shetlands, Vagabonds, Wrens 

Apologies received from Committee Members – Sarah Wagstaff and Vanessa Coulson 

The meeting began with presentations to the Winners and Runners-up in the 2010 Norwich Summer League by Donna Sullivan, England Netball Development Officer for Norfolk & Suffolk. 

1. Minutes of the 2009 Annual General Meeting – these were accepted as a true record 

 

2.  Annual Reports – 

 

a. Secretary 

b. Umpiring Secretary 

c. Treasurer 

 

The reports had been circulated and were accepted with amendments to the list of those who had passed a test during the year. 

The Junior League requested a donation as in previous years.  It was proposed by Lesley Crosthwaite and seconded by Nancy Ruthven that the Norwich League donates £300 as previously if this is required to make up any shortfall, after the Junior League had approached the Norfolk County Committee for funding. 

3.  Election of Officers 

 

Vice Chair (Linda Goodby) wished to stand down after 22 years’ service on the Committee, many as umpiring secretary when she set in place the current system of allocating umpires for Summer League matches.  Linda was given a voucher in appreciation of her work for the League and she replied saying she had enjoyed making so many friends over the years. 

Emily Drake was proposed to take the Vice Chair role and this was agreed.  With other Committee members prepared to stand again they were voted in en bloc for another year.  However, Joanne Loombe indicated that she wishes to stand down at the next AGM and anyone who wishes to take on this role should contact Jo. 

Chairperson, Debbie Beck, thanked the Committee for all their work and assistance.  
 
 
 

4. Amendments to the Constitution and Proposals to the League 

 

None have been received but the Committee are considering the current structure of the Summer League.   Does it suit all the diversity and aspirations of all teams?  Anyone who has any comments or suggestions they wish to make may do so by contacting the Committee or via the League website. 

5.  Back to Netball 

 

Donna Sullivan gave a short presentation explaining her role.  She has links with Active Norfolk and does much work with schools in the area.    

The Village Games held this summer were deemed a success and next year it is hoped to organise Market Town Games when it is hoped clubs can get involved and assist.   

Active Norfolk coaches brochures and were distributed and Donna advised that if any Clubs need assistance with applying for funding they should contact her. 

6.  Any Other Business 

 

a.  Presentation Night – In the past Presentation Nights have been held at various venues when besides the presentation of awards Clubs and players have got together for a social evening.  From positive feedback received from Clubs the Committee are hoping to arrange such an evening in 2011 probably on a small scale for the first year.  Also at past such events a “celebrity” has been invited to present the awards and so any suggestions would be welcome. 

 

b. Thorpe High School Courts 

There have been problems with these courts with leaves on one court and slippery lines.  It was suggested that only one court is used next Summer in view of these problems.  It is understood that the courts will be pressure cleaned in a few days’ time.  If there is no improvement following this, the Committee will consider moving the Winter League matches to another venue. 

It was also mentioned that it is difficult for umpires when umpiring at the court in the enclosure at Old Catton Recreation Ground because of the multitude of lines.   However, most umpires felt that they could cope with this. 

c. Lesley Crosthwaite said it was necessary to remind those who attend umpiring courses that attendance on the course does not mean they are then qualified umpires.  It is then necessary to be mentored and take a test. 

d. Chairperson, Debbie Beck, congratulated Lesley Crosthwaite, Peter Hague and Paula Bloor who had all appeared in England Netball magazine as a result of winning awards.  Congratulations also to local umpire, Gary Burgess, who had coped so well with the awesome task of umpiring the Commonwealth Games Netball final between Australia and New Zealand which had gone to extra time and golden goal before being deservedly won by New Zealand. 

 

7.  Date of Next Annual General Meeting – Wednesday, 16th November 2011. 

 

Following the meeting a minutes silence was held in tribute to Paula Taylor who sadly died a few days previously after a valiant fight against cancer.  Paula had been involved with Norfolk netball on all levels as player, coach and League Committee member and will be much missed for her cheery disposition and distinctive laugh by all her friends in the League, especially all members of the Norfolk United 
