Norwich & District Netball League

Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

14th November 2007

Teams represented:

Anglian Windows, Archant, Armstrong, Belton, Blofield, Blue Boar, Blythians, Bodyworks, Framingham Falcons, Hellesdon Hawks, Hethersett Hurricanes, Hethersett Tornadoes, Hollies, Horsford Jets, Mancroft, Merlins, Monkeys, NELM Ladies, Norfolk Utd Alysham, Norfolk Utd Amber, Norfolk Utd Blue, Norfolk Utd Gold, Norfolk Utd Royal, Norfolk Utd Sapphire, Norfolk Utd White, Norfolk Utd Yellow, NorfolkUtd Marine, Panthers, Plastic Surgery Assoc, Premier, Revels, Savannahs, Sparks, Tasburgh, The Knights, The Reds, The Sassanachs, Thoroughbred Colts, Thoroughbred Foals, Thoroughbred Ponies, Thoroughbred Shetlands, Thoroughbreds, Thoroughbreds Fillies, Thoroughbreds Racers, Vagabonds, Wrens
1. Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Carol Fenn & Mavericks Netball Club

Debbie Beck, League Chairman welcomed team representatives to the meeting.

2. Minutes from Previous Meeting and Matters Arising

It was noted that Nelm Ladies were missed from the attendees at last years meeting.  Otherwise the minutes were accepted as a true copy.

3. Annual Reports

a) Secretary’s Report 

The Secretary’s report was circulated.  Debbie thanked Nancy for continuing to fulfil this role throughout the year in the absence of any volunteer to take the role on.

b) Umpiring Secretary’s Report

The Umpiring Secretary’s report was circulated.  Changes to the umpiring rules were discussed later in the Agenda. 

c) Treasurer’s Report

The Treasurer’s report was circulated. 

It was agreed to increase the contribution to the Junior League from £300 to £400.

4. Election of Officers and Committee Members

Whilst all Committee members were willing to re-stand, Debbie advised that there were opportunities to join the committee if anyone wished to volunteer.  There was no take-up on this; therefore all existing Committee members were duly re-elected.

Debbie congratulated Paula on her work as Publicity Secretary.  Paula thanked everyone for their support and requested that reports continue to be sent in as she could not fulfil her role without this support.

5. Amendments to the Constitution and Proposals to the League

 a) Variation to the Rule – Match Regulations 7b

Point’s allocation:

2 clubs have proposed changes to the point’s allocation:

5 points win

3 points draw

2 points if within 5 goals of the winners score 

1 point for more than 50% of the winners score and a difference of 5 goals more

This was voted on with a unanimous vote to accept the changes.

b) Variation to the Rule – Umpiring Regulations

Jo presented a proposal to change the existing requirements for umpiring in the Norwich league.

A number of queries were raised:

Is there a way to fast track through Beginners, to C Award?

Sophie Pike confirmed that a ‘C’ Award course must be attended but that, with the recommendation of a duly qualified person, someone may elect to skip the ‘Beginners’ Award.

Are there any more ‘C’ Award courses scheduled?

Sophie advised that there was not currently due to lack of demand.  Anyone wishing to attend a course should inform Jo Loombe who will advise Sophie accordingly.

When is the new rule book coming out?  

Sophie informed England Netball have confirmed this is due in January.  However, they wish to implement in January but this may prove problematic as it will be mid-season in England. There is meeting scheduled to discuss rule changes in November.

How many umpires are affected by the update to ‘B’ & ‘C’?

Jo confirmed 10 affected but that she is hoping for a positive outcome from this.  She hopes umpires will come on board and update.  Timescale to update is September 2009.

Jo clarified the changes for new teams entering the leagues.

A show of hands confirmed that all clubs were happy with the planned changes.

c) Summer League Dates

Kerry Lincoln confirmed that, Easter being early next year, the summer league fixtures will start after Easter.  The UEA will only provide 2 courts so no block booking confirmed. Some teams may have to change venues to floodlit courts for the first 2 weeks.

Kerry believed the summer league will commence on Monday 7th April, but may have to review dates if unable to complete fixtures by the end of the school term.

TSA Courts were discussed, 12 games having been abandoned there last season.  They have since been resurfaced and are excellent.

d) Duty of Care

Debbie confirmed that it was important to have:

Consistency in dealing of complaints - Currently the league has no written guidelines

And

Consideration needed to be given to the number of young players competing in our leagues.    England Netball has guidelines on Duty of Care.  

Duty of Care rules have been set with reference to England Netball – Safeguarding & protecting young people in netball.

Questions:

Are all adults involved in teams CRB checked?  Committee did not know but large clubs with CAPS Award would take their own responsibility for Child Protection.  Smaller clubs probably did not.

Debbie confirmed that the League has taken the view that the responsibility is in remit of the clubs. 

Debbie also confirmed that Committee felt vulnerable in dealing with behaviour of spectators.  Again, emphasis will be put on Clubs to control their spectators.

 Question – Does it work both ways, i.e. are older players protected from abuse? 

Debbie confirmed that rules applied to all.

Jo re-affirmed that any complaint must be in writing to the Committee.

Question - What is complaints procedure?

Debbie confirmed this will be as in proposal.

Question – Can complaints be made via Web-site?

Jo confirmed that it is better in the form of a letter.  Although an E-mail may be acceptable as a written document, care should be taken in sending sensitive data via e-mail.

All complaints should be in writing to the League Secretary.

Consistency of fines/dealing with incidents was challenged by Peter Hague – Debbie confirmed that, whilst it was important to have consistent approach each situation was different and must be treated independently.  

Question – How do you decide what is abuse and what is an innocent comment?

 Debbie confirmed that if an individual believes they have been abused, then it is abuse.

Question -   Can umpires deal with spectators?

Yes, they can deal with any incident as they deem appropriate. 

The changes were duly proposed and accepted.

6. Any Other Business

Winter League Rules

Paula Bloor confirmed changes to the winter league rules, to bring them in line with Summer League.  

Paula also explained that, due to central timing in the Indoor league, whilst it may be necessary to call time due to an injury, the stop watch would continue to count down.  It is important to remember that England Netball Rules apply.  The only difference being that we do not stop the watch and matches will still commence and finish to the central timed arrangements.  

Recognition

Debbie informed that Paula Bourthis has retired from Netball this year.  Paula has been involved in Netball for a considerable number of years, formally sitting on the Committee as League Secretary. Debbie acknowledged her contribution to the Norwich league over the years.

Congratulations were offered to Thoroughbreds Netball club who, having won the E Region League last year, has since qualified for the Premier League.

Increase in Umpire Expenses:

Bobby Pye proposed that, due to increases in petrol prices, umpiring expenses are increased from £5 to £6.

This was duly agreed and will be actioned for summer league onwards.

Clarification was sought regarding what happens if a game abandoned.  It was confirmed that the payment should still be made as it represented re-imbursement for travel which still took place.

Sophie Pike requested that umpires are paid before the game commenced.

Date & Time of 2008 Annual General Meeting

19th November 2007, 7.15pm at Pinebanks

Presentation of Trophies

Trophies were presented to Winners and Runners up in the 2007 Summer League:

	Division
	Winners
	Runners-Up

	1
	Thoroughbreds
	Norfolk United Blue

	2
	Thoroughbred Fillies
	NU Sapphires

	3
	NU Yellow
	Robinsons Britvic

	4
	NU Gold
	Hollies

	5
	Hethersett Hurricanes
	NU Marine

	6
	Framingham Falcons
	Hethersett Hawks


